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Hutt River Floodplain Management Plan
Environmental Strategy
Responses Received to Date

No.
Submitter
Summary of Points Raised

1
Euan Andrews
No preferred option stated.

Grass should be mown more often.  Swimming holes should have better facilities (toilets, paths down to the river, platforms to jump from). Opportunity to make Upper Hutt special.  Proposes boardwalk from Silverstream to Akatarawa.

2
Linda Mead
Prefers Linear Park option.  

Exotic trees could be used if they provide food for birds at times when native trees don’t.

3
Peter Lee
Prefers Linear Park option.  

Some areas may be suitable to have some more recreational facilities – as long as they don’t dominate and aren’t noisy.

4
Robert Grant
No preferred option stated. Comments align best with Linear Park option. 

Particularly wants more native trees planted. Proposes a “Year of the Native Tree” with donations/appeals to achieve it.

5
Maggie Kirby-Barr
Prefers a Combination of options (Floodway and Linear Park).

Agrees with objectives.  Is opposed to Recreational Park option, as it would undermine the spiritual quality of the river.  Appreciates the "natural" quality of the river as a place for passive recreation. Would like to see native trees that provide fruit for birds being used and those that would have once been present in the valley. Would also like to see well-formed tracks suitable for those with mobility difficulties.

6
Fred Allen
No preferred option stated. Comments align best with Linear Park option.
Fundamental to the Environmental Strategy should be a holistic ecosystem biodiversity principle. This should be underlying to the whole strategy. WRC is ignoring the policies in RPS in its operational work. Ecological restoration is critical, in particular wetlands and lowland forest species. Also opportunity for medicinal plants increasingly used by maori.  Species must be locally sourced. Long-term goal should be the replacement of all exotic species with native ones.  Existing exotic species should remain to act as nurse crop but not replaced (including willows).

7
Pauline Robinson
No preferred option stated. Comments align best with Linear Park option.
Values the banks being maintained.  Owen Street area is neglected and needs to be improved (vehicle damage to berms, dust in summer, no trees, motorway is exposed and noisy). Prepared to pay to have environment improved.
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Submitter
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8
Hutt Valley Motorsports Club
No preferred option stated.

Run a rally from Trentham Memorial Park and sometimes from Moonshine Park and would like to continue to do so.  Have run a timetrial course at the Gorries shingle plant at Whakatiki in the past and may be interested in doing so again.  This site is well away from houses and the road and shouldn't cause any disturbance.  Recognises that the site could flood but thinks that a course could be designed to suit.  Commends the WRC for forward thinking in preparing the ES.  Will make written submission.

9
Ashley Pointon
Prefers Floodway option.

Should be no restrictions to access.  People may want their own "private park" for their pastime – but everyone should be allowed access, including motorbikes, quads, 4WD, picnickers, swimmers, fishermen etc.  Many people like to have vehicular access.  The Floodway option is the most practical option and was portrayed in a dismal way.  Rates should not be spent on the enhancement of the river environment, only on flood protection.  Public access is fundamental to the Conservation Act 1987 - including 20m wide strip abutting the bed of any river (3m wide or more) to enable public access. Wants all "hideous visual pollution" removed from public open space – other users have their facilities and some areas are already closed off for walkers and cyclists.  Already a huge amount of public land has been closed to vehicles, e.g. Eastern Hill firebreaks, Korokoro Stream, Akatarawa summit, Karapoti, Mt Climie, Whakatiki Stream swimming hole etc.  Needs to be a campaign to reverse such closures.  Preferred option is Floodway with a few more trees and better drainage in wetter areas. Will have minimal costs compared to other options.

10
Sarah Kelly
Prefers Linear Park option. 

Frequently uses parks along the river, especially Moonshine to walk dogs, and feels that the river environment is a special place that needs to be preserved and enhanced.  South of Stokes Valley the banks are disgusting, with household rubbish.  By restricting vehicle access these areas would become much nicer. Opposed to development of recreational parks.  Having experienced flooding would be opposed to anything that would reduce the standard of flood protection.  Ultimately the proposal will result in restricted public and dog access.

11
Jeffrey Hicks
Prefers Linear Park option. 

Excluding vehicle access is very important – 4WD and motorbikes pose threat to public safety.  Tracks should be upgraded to all weather so that they can be used all year round.  Policing to control rubbish and trail bikes is needed as these activities spoil the hard work done by councils in providing the best "inner city" recreation area in the country. 

12
Dave Bamford
Prefers Recreational Park option. 

Try to get Wellingtonians to look "into" the river rather than turn our backs on it.
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13
Les Pickering
Prefers Combination of options (Floodway and Recreational Park).

Recreational areas should ensure that floods won't damage them – e.g. silt deposition.  Agree with objectives and principles. Generally happy with the river environment, but would prefer vehicle access (especially motorbikes) be stopped.  Would accept small rate increase.  Could get income from rent for circuses, fairs, concerts, river cruises etc in summer.  No need to upgrade bridges, Ewen is highly over-designed – west bank at Ava Park and railway bridge requires short-term erosion control and debris removal.

14
John Dickens
Prefers Floodway option. Comments align best with Linear Park option.
Not enough options are presented.  Floodway option with slight improvements such as litter, vandalism, being dealt with, better mowing, vehicle access controlled and weed control would be best.

15
Colin Thomsen
Response relates to design standard not Environmental Strategy.

Stopbanks from Belmont south need to be raised 1m.  Only a matter of time before fails, especially with earthquake risk.  Gravel extraction needed especially in Upper Hutt.

16
Kevin Morgan
No preferred option stated. Comments align best with Linear Park option.

Has enjoyed living by the river for 40 years plus, and has nothing but praise for council staff and efforts to improve the area.  Employees always put in a good day’s work.  When metalling paths, use fine material 10mm or less as larger material is hard to walk on. Shady area south of Silverstream Bridge is very muddy as vehicles try and find shade to park in during summer –  should perhaps designate this area as an official car park and metal it.  Also toilet facilities should be provided at this location, as it is a popular picnic spot – alternatively fence the area off.  Difficult road crossing for people using the river trail by the sewage pumping station – need to improve pedestrian access.

17
Richard Sadleir
Prefers Linear Park option.

But with major modification: recreate forested ecosystems.  Most of natural vegetation has gone from Hutt Valley – only remaining is patch by Wellington Golf Course.  Would be a long-term goal – but to re-establish native forest adjacent to the river would be very special.  Would need to address public access.  Sees willows at bank edge protecting young native species behind, and willows gradually being removed.  With help from locals and groups, taking ownership.  Could be done in patches, from recreational grass areas, to native shrubs, and to native forest.  Would be very attractive and highly compatible with river management.  Public involvement would be essential – valuable educational tool for schools.  Tangata whenua may be interested in re-establishing species of cultural value.

18
Peter Feakin
Prefers Floodway option.

Although the environment is important, main issue should be to improve flood protection.  The river is already beautiful and any money should be spent on raising stopbanks.  Upgrading protection should be done urgently. Bridge upgrades should be of secondary importance.
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19
Graham Thomas
Prefers Combination of options.

Would like to see more trails, or at least existing ones maintained and extended.  Prepared to accept small rate increase to improve the river environment as long as it is maintained.  River is a great asset to the Hutt Valley.

20
Irene White
Response relates to design standard not Environmental Strategy.

Would like higher stopbanks.  Has experienced flooding in past.

21
Ian Sherwin
No preferred option stated. Comments align best with Floodway option. 

Most important thing about the river is its vibrancy - it is a “living river”.  It is attractive and under-utilised.  River can't be controlled; priority is to protect people and property.  Must leave nature to supply the beauty.














































