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Report 99.765


23 December 1999

File:  B/10/30/1

Emergency Committee 99.765

Report to the Emergency Committee

From David Benham, Divisional Manager, Utility Services

Waiwhetu Tunnel Easement to Hutt City Council
1.
Purpose


To obtain the Emergency Committee’s approval to grant an easement option to Hutt City Council (HCC) through the Waiwhetu tunnel and across Wellington Regional Council (WRC) land at both ends of the tunnel.

2.
Background

Hutt and Upper Hutt City Councils recently awarded a contract for a new sewerage treatment plant at Seaview.  This plant will also treat sewerage from Wainuiomata, allowing the existing Wainuiomata plant to be closed.  Sewerage from Wainuiomata will be pumped to Seaview.  In order to minimise pumping and capital costs, HCC would like to use the WRC Waiwhetu tunnel through the Wainuiomata hill.  This tunnel is no longer required for water supply purposes as a new tunnel was built in 1980.


The Utility Services Committee was advised of the proposal in September.

3. Agreement

Agreement has now been reached with HCC who will hold the easement.  The agreement is in the form of an Option for six months and an option fee of $5,000 is payable by HCC together with WRC’s costs.

If the option is exercised, then an easement fee is payable.  A process set out in the agreement will determine the value of this.

Our legal and property advisors are comfortable with the agreement.

4.
Urgency

Hutt City Council has asked that the agreement be approved before Christmas.  They are working to a tight timetable related to their contracting process for the sewerage scheme.  As the General Manager is on holiday at present, the proposal has been referred to the Emergency Committee of the Council.

5.
Recommendations


It is recommended that:

(1) The agreement is approved.

(2) The seal of the Wellington Regional Council is affixed to the agreement.

Report prepared by:

DAVID BENHAM


Divisional Manager, Utility Services

