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Report to the Constituency Review Subcommittee

from Lloyd Bezett, Policy Analyst

Determining Fair Representation

1.
Purpose

To consider the number and distribution of elected members to achieve fair representation.

2.
Background and Comment
In determining the number of members to be elected from any constituency the Council must ensure that the electors of the constituency receive fair representation.  Report 00.105 (Attachment 1) sets out those factors the Council must consider together with a recommended formula for assessing fair representation.

Tables 1 & 2 below are a recalculation of the figures presented in the earlier report updated, with the latest equalised capital values and adjusted for the proposed constituencies.

TABLE 1

Membership : 90:5:5 Formula

Revised Boundaries

Constituency
No. of Councillors


10
11
12
13
14

Kapiti
0.955 (1)
1.051 (1)
1.147 (1)
1.242 (1)
1.338 (1)

Porirua/Tawa
1.322 (1)
1.455 (2)
1.587 (2)
1.719 (2)
1.851 (2)

Wellington NW
1.339 (2)
1.473 (2)
1.607 (2)
1.740 (2)
1.874 (2)

Wellington SE
2.152 (2)
2.368 (2)
2.583 (2)
2.799 (3)
3.014 (3)

Lower Hutt
2.172 (2)
2.389 (2)
2.606 (3)
2.823 (3)
3.041 (3)

Upper Hutt
0.846 (1)
0.931 (1)
1.015 (1)
1.100 (1)
1.184 (1)

Wairarapa
1.213 (1)
1.334 (1)
1.455 (1)
1.577(1)
1.698 (2)

TABLE 2 - CONSTITUENCY DATA

Constituencies
Population

(30 June 1999)
NECV

(1 September 1999)
Area
Application of 

90:5:5 Formula


Total
% or region
Total

($ 000)
% of region
Total

(hectares)
% of region
Pop.

x 0.9 (a)
NECV

x 0.05 (b)
Area

x 0.05 (c)
Total

(a + b + c)

Kapiti
41,200
9.60
3,717,195
9.46
72,045
8.86
8.636
0.473
0.443
9.554

Porirua/Tawa
60,300
14.04
3,592,864
9.14
20,142
2.48
12.643
0.457
0.124
13.221

Wellington Northwestern
58,600
13.65
7,615,200
19.38
21,282
2.62
12.283
0.969
0.132
13.385

Wellington Southeastern
95,500
22.24
11,593,140
29.50
5,260
0.65
20.018
1.475
0.031
21.524

Lower Hutt
98,200
22.87
7,213,970
18.36
37,857
4.66
20.584
0.918
0.233
21.735

Upper Hutt
37,300
8.69
2,341,535
5.96
55,431
6.82
7.819
0.298
0.341
8.457

Wairarapa
38,260
8.91
3,224,544
8.21
600,988
73.92
8.020
0.410
3.696
12.126

TOTAL
429,360
100.00
39,298,448
100.00
813,005
100.00



100.00

Note.
1999 population figures are estimates prepared by Statistics New Zealand as at 30 June 1999



Figures in italics are estimated.  Equalised capital values are not available on a ward by ward basis

As further assistance to the Subcommittee Attachment 2 provides information on member to population ratios for the various options, including two constituencies for the Wairarapa and shifting the Lambton Ward from the proposed Wellington Southeastern Constituency to the Northwestern Constituency.

4.
Recommendations

(1)
That the Subcommittee adopt the following weightings as a means of determining the level of representation each constituency will receive:




Population
90 per cent




Net Equalised Capital Value
5 per cent




Land Area
5 per cent

(2)
That for the purpose of preliminary consultation with territorial authorities and other stakeholders, the Subcommittee consider proposing a continuation of a Council with 14 elected members and the number of representatives elected by each constituency be as follows:

Constituency
Number of Elected Members

Kapiti

Mana

Wellington Northwestern

Wellington Southeastern

Lower Hutt

Upper Hutt

Wairarapa
1

2

2

3

3

1

2
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