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Report to the Passenger Transport Committee

By Dr D J Watson, Divisional Manager Transport
Divisional Report - May 2000
1.
Purpose
To raise matters of public transport interest to the attention of Committee members.

2.
Financial and Annual Plan Performance Indicators
The Division is showing a favourable balance of $620,000 at 31 March 2000 out of an expenditure of $27,057,000.  The inflation factor for contracts, assumed to be 2% per annum, has risen over the last 6 months to 4.7%.  The consequences of this will start to come through over the next few months.  It may result in a degree of overspending by year end.  It will have consequences for the 2000/01 year and beyond.

3.
Visitations

On the 14th February 2000 Mr Tony Brennand and I met Shiohara Hideo and Sachiko Noraka from Japan to talk about transport strategies and transport evaluation tools used in New Zealand.

On the 21st Febraury 2000, Councillors Macaskill, McDavitt, Turver and Mr Allard and myself met with Sue Kedgley MP to discuss the Green Party’s concerns with Transmission Gully.  At that meeting we exhorted Ms Kedgley to take an interest in the Western Corridor Implementation Plan.

I met Mr Keith Cochrane, the new Chief Executive of Stagecoach International on 7 April 2000.  He was visiting New Zealand for the first time in his new role.  He was previously the Financial Director for Stagecoach International.

I made a presentation on our Regional Land Transport Strategy on the 10th April 2000 to the consultants recently hired by Wellington City Council to assist with their local transport strategy.

The Minister of Transport, Mark Gosche and his associate Minister, Judith Tizard came to lunch with Councillors Euan McQueen, McDavitt and Turver on 29th March 2000.  They expressed a desire to work with local authorities and welcomed our input.

4.
Funding of Infrastructure

…
I have received legal advice that states that if Transfund New Zealand money is being spent by the Council on an infrastructure item that money cannot be given to a local authority.  This advice means for an infrastructure project that is funded by a local authority via a loan eg. Lambton Bus/Rail interchange that local authority cannot receive money from the Council if the source is Transfund New Zealand.  However, if the project is owned by a LATE then the problem does not exist.  No problem arises if no money comes from Transfund New Zealand or the recipient authority is not a local authority.  (copies of the legal opinions are attached).

Wellington City Council have been advised of the legal issues and have been asked to investigate using their LATE, the Cable Car Company Limited, for the Interchange project.

5.
Blue Sky Thinking

There is expected to be a legislative slot for transport around Christmas this year.  Any changes to existing transport legislation that needs to be actioned has to be in the system well before then.  The Regional Council’s transport officers are getting together to work through details of possible changes to the legislation.  Meetings have already been held with Transfund and Ministry of Transport officials on the subject.

6.
Bus and Coach Conference 2000

This years Bus and Coach Conference is being held in Wellington at the Wellington Town Hall on the 9th – 12th July 2000.  It has been my practice to ensure that at least one or two staff attend this conference depending on the content.  The programme for the conference has yet to be announced.

7.
Melling Rail Extension

The Melling Bridge working group, that I chair, consists of representatives of Transit New Zealand, Tranz Rail and Hutt City Council.  The group is looking at options for extending the Melling rail line across the river into the Hutt City Centre and ultimately to Waterloo as a light rail facility.  This work will help resolve issues relating to the Melling Road Bridge, State Highway 2 improvements and the Hutt river flood plans.  No new structures are expected to be built until at the earliest 2009.  The initial limited study is being funded entirely by Hutt City Council.  A contract for this work has just been let to the consultants Sinclair Knight Mertz.

8.
Communication

None necessary.

9.
Recommendation
That the report be received.
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