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24 February 2025 

File Ref: OIAPR1274023063-35933 

 
By email:  

Tēnā koe  

Request for information 2025-014 

I refer to your request for information dated 31 January 2025, which was received by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) on 31 January 2025. You have requested the 
following: 

“Under the official information act, (OIA), I am requesting documentation on what the GWRC 
are currently in negotiations with the Hutt City Council relating to the area known as the Hikoikoi 
Boatsheds.” 

Greater Wellington’s response follows: 

Greater Wellington is not in any negotiations with HCC relating to the area known as Hikoikoi 
Boatsheds. 

We are aware of concerns from some the boatshed lessees that Greater Wellington may be 
planning to acquire the land occupied by the boatsheds from HCC. This is not the case, and 
there have been no negotiations to that end. 

Late last year HCC approached Greater Wellington for advice on the boatshed licence renewals 
and whether we saw any reason for this not to happen. The letter attached Attachment 1 - 
GWRC Position on Licenses of Hikoikoi Boatsheds provides our response. 

In summary, from a flood protection standpoint, we currently have no concerns about the 
presence of the boatsheds for at least the next 10 years; although we do note that their proximity 
to the river mouth does put them at risk of flooding and that this risk sits with the owners of the 
boatsheds, as with the owner of any other structure in a floodplain or coastal area. Proa
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The letter also highlights that are some consenting requirements that have to date been 
overlooked, and that Greater Wellington will in due course work though these with the boatshed 
owners and HCC where necessary. 

I hope this information is of use to you. 

If you have any concerns with the decision(s) referred to in this letter, you have the right to 
request an investigation and review by the Ombudsman under section 27(3) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.  

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 
requests where appropriate. Our response to your request will be published shortly on Greater 
Wellington’s website with your personal information removed. 

Nāku iti noa, nā 

 
 Sal Smutek 
Acting Kaiwhakahaere Matua Rōpū Taiao | Group Manager Environment Group 
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29 January 2025 
 
Hutt City Council 
30 Laings Road,  
Lower Hutt, 5010 

Attn:  Arthur Nelson [Head of Parks and Reserves] 

Dear Arthur, 

Hikoikoi Boatsheds Licencing  

It has recently come to the Greater Wellington Regional Councils (GWRC) attention that there 
is an oversight in our Natural Resources Plan (NRP) with the occupation of coastal marine 
area (CMA)  in regard to the boatsheds located on Hutt City Council(HCC) Reserve Land at the 
addresses known as 0 & 43 Marine Parade, Petone. These boatsheds are referred to as the 
Hikoikoi Boatsheds 

Background: 

The Coastal Marine Area shown on maps 61 – 67 in the NRP, and prior GWRC plans including 
the Proposed Natural Resources Plan and The Regional Coastal Plan show where the coastal 
marine area and river mouth boundaries are located with the Coastal Marine Area boundary 
being at the Waione Street Bridge which is approximately 1km up stream of the Te Awa 
Kairangi River mouth and includes the estuary of the river as well as the mouth of the 
Waiwhetu Stream. The Hikoikoi Boatsheds are within the section of the river that is Coastal 
Marine Area with some of the boatsheds having structures that are below mean high water 
springs which is the water level mark that determines the coastal marine area boundary.  

Boatsheds and structures that occupy the CMA need to have a GWRC consent for coastal 
occupation permits. 

The oversight in the GWRC NRP is the Hikoikoi boatsheds being overlooked as structures in 
the CMA and therefore not in a Boatshed Management Area of the NRP. Due to this, GWRC 
had previously not recognised that the boatsheds which occupy the CMA and need a resource 
consent”. 
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Consent Requirements: 

GWRC received an enquiry from a boatshed owner requesting information regarding boatshed 
leases. These lease agreements are between Hutt City Council as the land owner and the 
respective Hikoikoi boat shed owner.  

This enquiry bought to our attention that some of the boatsheds partially occupy or have 
structures, including but not limited to boat ramps in the CMA which requires Resource 
Consent. None of the boatsheds currently have a Resource Consent issued by GWRC for a 
Coastal Occupation Permit. 

The boatsheds will require resource consent to occupy the CMA. Because of our plan not 
having the boatsheds in a scheduled boatshed management area as per Map 50 of the NRP, 
GWRC will obtain legal advice regarding processing coastal permits (occupation) for 
boatsheds in this area. Once we receive this advice, we can provide pre-application advice to 
boatshed owners of how to obtain Resource Consent.  

In regard to the consents required, Hutt City Council may wish to get an overarching consent 
for all the boatsheds occupation as the landowner of the area occupied by the Hikoikoi 
Boatsheds and having responsibility of activities occurring on their land. Alternatively, each 
boatshed owner could obtain their own consent. 

There will be an NRP plan change to update Map 50 to reflect these findings, though it is 
unclear when this may be.  

Flood Management Plan: 

Given the boatsheds are also upstream of the mouth of Te Awa Kairangi, GWRC carry out flood 
works within this area. At this stage, GWRC have no works planned or actions within our 
current Floodplain Management Plan. 

Though GWRC recognise that the flood risk profile at the site will change, increasing with the 
impacts of climate change in the coming years, these changes are not unforeseen and would 
be at the risk of the boatshed owner similar to any person that has structures in a floodplain or 
close to coastal areas. 

GWRC Support of HCC Licence: 

Overall, GWRC believe that the ongoing occupation of the boatsheds would be appropriate for 
at least the next 10 years on the provision that once we provide legal advice, occupation 
consents are applied for and that there are no further structures placed in the coastal marine 
area or any additions to the existing structures. 

GWRC would also require that the sheds are maintained and no unauthorised alteration or 
additions to these structures or disturbances occur within the CMA. Further, there is no 
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discharges of any plumbing from the boatsheds to the coastal marine area and there is no one 
living in the boatsheds which is consistent with conditions of boatshed resource consents 
across the region. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Nikki Fenn 
Senior Compliance and Enforcement Officer 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

Appendix 1: Map 63 – Te Awa Kairangi Coastal Marine Area Boundary 

Appendix 2: Map 50 – NRP Boatshed Management Area 

Proa
cti

ve
 R

ele
as

e



 Wellington Office 
PO Box 11646 
Manners St, Wellington 6142 

Upper Hutt 
PO Box 40847 
1056 Fergusson Drive 

Masterton office 
PO Box 41 
Masterton 5840 

0800 496 734 
www.gw.govt.nz 
info@gw.govt.nz 

 

 

160013-910129638-22 
 

 

Appendix 1: Map 63 – Te Awa Kairangi Coastal Marine Area Boundary 

Maps 61 to 67 show where the coastal marine area and river mouth boundaries are located.  

For the remaining rivers in the Wellington Region not shown on Maps 42 to 48, the mouth is deemed to be a 
straight line representing the continuation of the line of mean high water springs on each side of the river at the 
river outlet.  

The coastal marine area means the foreshore, seabed, and coastal water, and the air space above the water—  

(a) of which the seaward boundary is the outer limits of the territorial sea:  
(b) of which the landward boundary is the line of mean high water springs, except that where that line crosses a 
river, the landward boundary at that point shall be whichever is the lesser of—  
(i) 1 kilometre upstream from the mouth of the river; or  
(ii) the point upstream that is calculated by multiplying the width of the river mouth by 5  
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Appendix 2: Map 50 – NRP Boatshed Management Area 
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