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Capital Connection — Consideration of an Additional Return Service

| am writing to you as MP for Palmerton North to encourage consideration of introducing an
additional return service on the Capital Connection, in response to the significant transport
pressures communities are facing as a result of the current fuel cost crisis.

Residents of Palmerston North, the wider Manawatl and Wellington areas are increasingly
feeling the impact of sustained high fuel prices. For many, particularly those commuting to
and from the Greater Wellington region for work and essential services, transport costs are
placing real and immediate pressure on household budgets.

The Capital Connection provides a vital lifeline for regional connectivity and offers an
affordable, reliable alternative to private vehicle travel. However, growing demand and the
limited timetable mean the service is not currently able to play a part in easing the cost
burden on commuters during this period.

An additional return service would provide practical, immediate support for commuters, and
offer a viable option for those seeking to reduce fuel dependency. It would also align well
with shared objectives around affordability, resilience, and encouraging public transport use
during a time of heightened economic stress.

| acknowledge that changes to services require coordination across agencies and careful
planning. Nonetheless, | encourage Greater Wellington Regional Council, Horizons Regional
Council, and KiwiRail to collaboratively explore whether a short- to medium-term expansion
of the Capital Connection could be progressed as part of the broader response to the fuel
cost crisis.

Thank you for your continued commitment to regional transport connectivity. | would
welcome the opportunity to discuss this further.
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